


"We called in a ot of favors," is how Leswy put it.

That also refers to the musicians he lined up as performers. Three
members of the opera orchestra round out the string section (Susan
Janda, Canor O'Brien, Margaret Humphrey). The group also features
harmorny vocals from singer/songwriters Bethany Larson and Ay
Walf and a farmidahle "rock section” with keyboardist Devan Gray
[Heiruspecs, Chastity Brown), drummer Joey “an Phillips (Dessa's
band) and bassist Trent Morton (Honeydogs).

Recording commenced over a 10-week period in 2010, which was
the lendth of the recording class Lesy taught at IPR (he since
changed teaching jobs to McMally Smith College of Music), The
cancept was to "create these recordings from the ground up with the
students,” starting with the composing, and to let them get "hands-on
experience working with some really great players,” he said.

After the 10 weeks, there was nearly enough to release an album
right then and there. Campleting it took so long, Levy explained,
"because there's a lot of busy people involved.”

Finally, Lewy and Co. finished off "Our Postmortem " a 12-50ng
collection that ranges in style from the urgent, dramatic rocker "WWe
Are" to the darkly elegant ballad "L'Etaile du Mord" (a lowe song of
sorts for Minnesota), and from the vaudevillian bouncer "Turn of the
Century Recycling Blues" to the ornately orchestrated " That's How
Wiy'e Died." The latter two tunes in particular point to Irving Berlin and
the Great American Songbook as Lewy's less-than-modern starting
point.

If there's anything edoy and cool about And the Professars, it's the
wary the project bridged the local pop/rock scene with the classical
music world, a crossover also taking place in the 5t Paul Chamber
Orchestra's Liguid Music Series and some Walker Art Center events.
Said Arans, "Mast af us [in classical] are rock fans, toa. It's cool to
feel like we're a part of a hand.”




"Just to use pickups is kind of exciting for us," she added with a
laugh, referring to the amplifier pickups mare commanly associated
with guitars.

Someone who knows pick-ups all too well, Levy is all for more string
arrangements in the rock world, trendy or not. "As a sangwriter, it just
creates a huge palette of possibilities," he said.



