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Midway through, we get the title track, “Miss America.” It attacks
with a more rocking grit, and bares the band'’s teeth, asserting “wave
your guns in the air, show me that you're right.” Then the album hits
its crescendo on with the one-two punch of “Modern Man" and
“Bleed Instead.” After the midway point, “Modern Man” lets the full
breadth of the album’s themes of paranoia and distrust come
waltzing out on display with a horn-section accompaniment, and
when we reach the end of “Bleed Instead,” we know we are hearing
something relevant, an album that is a product of divisive times.



